
QCC FORUM ON BATTERY FARMS IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 

The Queens Civic Congress (QCC) held a well-attended community forum and panel discussion on “THE IMPACT 

OF BATTERY FARMS IN OUR RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS” on September 23, 2026. It was a capacity 

crowd of community residents, civic leaders and advocates at the event held at the Hillcrest Jewish Center in Fresh 

Meadows, New York. 

 

  
 

     

Program Announcement    NYS Sen. Leroy Comrie       NYC Council Member Phil Wong 



QCC Treasurer and Events Committee chair, James Trent, welcomed everyone to the forum. In his opening remarks, 

QCC President Warren Schreiber outlined the issue of locating battery farms in residential areas without consideration 

of the health, safety or environmental consequences on residents, citing “City of Yes” as arbitrary permission to do so.  
 

The panelists were: Prof. Jean Grassman, PhD, Industrial Hygienist & Environmental Health Scientist, Associate 

Professor, CUNY; Hon. Phil Wong, NYC Council Member, 30th Council District; Hon. Leroy Comrie, NYS Senator, 

14th State Senate District; John Orlando, retired FDNY Supervising Fire Marshal; William Scarborough, Civic Leader, 

former NYS Assembly Member; and Kevin & Jasmin Lawrence - Affected Residents 
 

Sen. Comrie cited pending legislation in Albany: Bill A.6955C/S.7197A (The Setback & Community Input Bill). 

Council Member Wong spoke on the arbitrary location of battery farms in his community and opposition from his 

constituent residents. Prof. Grassman described potential health consequences while noting that this is new technology 

and studies are not yet complete. Retired FDNY fire marshal Orlando described several examples of fires attributed to 

lithium batteries in both close neighborhoods and spacious areas as well. Civic leader William Scarborough stressed the 

need to continue vigilant opposition and protests to prevent more battery farms in close proximity to homes and to get 

legislation passed. Resident Jasmin Lawrence, accompanied by her husband Kevin Lawrence, spoke passionately of the 

harassment and intimidation by a battery farm company and the costly lawsuit in progress. 
 

A spirited Q/A session followed, coordinated by QCC Vice President Sherry Reisner. Many questions related to health 

and environmental consequences, pending and future legislation, the elected officials positions, the increasing demands 

for more energy, and the trends for more battery farms in residential neighborhoods.  
 

QCC Executive Secretary Michael Scotland made the concluding remarks after certificate of appreciation were given to 

each of the panelists. 
 

 
(l-r) Warren Schreiber, William Scarborough, John Orlando, Sen Leroy Comrie, Council member Phil Wong, Prof. Jean Grassman, Jasmin & Kevin Lawrence 

 

 
(l-r) Jasmin Lawrence, John Orlando, William Scarborough, Council member Phil Wong, Prof. Jean Grassman, & Kevin Lawrence 


