QCC FORUM ON BATTERY FARMS IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

The Queens Civic Congress (QCC) held a well-attended community forum and panel discussion on “THE IMPACT
OF BATTERY FARMS IN OUR RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS” on September 23, 2026. It was a capacity
crowd of community residents, civic leaders and advocates at the event held at the Hillcrest Jewish Center in Fresh

Meadows, New York.
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QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS

Community Forum & Panel Discussion
The Impact of Battery Farms
in our Residential Neighborhoods

Photo: NY Newsday

Wednesday, September 23, 2026 (7:00pm to 8:30pm)
Program
Welcome — Warren Schreiber, Moderator
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Remembrance
Welcome - James Trent, Chair, Events Comm & Treasurer, QCC
Introductory Remarks - Warren Schreiber, President, QCC

Panelists

Prof. Jean Grassman, PhD, Industrial Hygienist & Environmental
Health Scientist, Associate Professor, CUNY

Hon. Phil Wong, NYC Council Member, 30th Council District

Hon. Leroy Comrie, NYS Senator, 14th State Senate District

John Orlando, retired FDNY Supervising Fire Marshal

William Scarborough, Civic Leader, former NYS Assembly Member
Kevin & Jasmin Lawrence - Affected Residents

Q/A — Sherry Reisner & John McCaffrey, Vice Presidents, QCC
Concluding Remarks — Michael Scotland, Exec. Secretary, QCC
Moderator — Warren Schreiber, President, QCC
*** Refreshments ***

Venue: Hillcrest Jewish Center, Fresh Meadows, Queens, New York
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A PUBLIC FORUM

THEY WANT TO PUT A
BATTERY FARM

ON YOUR BLOCK

Hillcrest Jewish Center

183-02 Union Tumpike, Flushing, NY 11366

ON THE PANEL

Phil Wong

KEEP BATTERY STORAGE OUT
OF RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

Program Announcement

NYS Sen. Leroy Comrie

KEY ALBANY BILLS TARGETING BATTERY SITING & SAFETY

Bill A.6955C / S.7197A (The Setback & Community Input Bill): Chiefly sponsored
by Assemblywoman Jaime Williams and State Senator Joseph Addabbo Jr., this high-
profile legislation directs the Department of Public Service to establish strict setback
requirements, financial accountability measures, and enhanced community input. The
bill mandates that large commercial energy storage systems (3 megawatts or greater)
maintain a minimum setback of 750 feet from residential properties statewide, and 300
feet within highly populated areas like New York City, alongside mandatory public
hearings.

Bill A.8328 (Long Island Bans): This active bill prohibits the future siting and
construction of large-scale BESS and related infrastructure anywhere in Nassau and
Suffolk counties, completely locking them out of residential or utility configurations
unless they are explicitly located within designated industrial zones.

Bills S.4390, A.7128, A.139, & A.6996 (District-Specific Bams): Lawmakers
representing parts of Staten Island and Southern Brooklyn (such as Assembly Districts
63 and 64) have advanced explicit bans on commercial battery storage facilities within
their respective borders, pushing them strictly to heavy industrial zones.

Community Notification & Inspection Bills: Introduced by lawmakers like State
Senator Jessica Scarcella-Spanton, these measures require developers to officially notify
local community boards before attempting to site a BESS project nearby while
implementing mandatory annual fire and safety inspections.

PANELISTS

Prof. Jean Grassman, PhD, CDPH, Industrial Hygienist & Environmental Health
Scientist, Associate Professor, CUNY School of Public Health & Health Policy.
Hon. Phil Wong, NYC Council Member, 30th Council District. Member of the
Committee on Environmental Protection and Waterfronts.

Hon. Leroy Comrie, NYS Senator, 14th State Senate District. Chair, Committee
on Corporations, Authorities and Commissions.

John Orlando, Retired FDNY Supervising Fire Marshal. 27 years FDNY service.
President of Orlando Safety Solution, teaching & consulting on lithium-ion
battery safety.

William Scarborough, Civic Leader, former NYS Assembly Member, District
29. President of Addisleigh Park Civic Organization and Southeast Queens
Residents Environmental Justice Coalition.

Kevin & Jasmin Lawrence — Queens’ homeowners who refused to grant
construction access for a private-equity-backed battery energy storage system
(BESS) project adjacent to their property.

QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS Contact

Email: queenscivic@gmail.com Tel: 1 (347) 722-1872
Queens Civic Congress, P.O. Box 604957, Bayside, NY 11360
QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS Officers

President: Warren Schreiber

Executive Vice President. Ashook Ramsaran

Executive Secretary: Michael Scotland

Treasurer: James Trent

Vice Presidents: Henry Euler, Richard Hellenbrecht, Rene Hill,
Mohamood Ishmael, Barbara Larkin, John McCaffrey, Charles Ober,
Sherry Reisner, Denise Winters, Elaine Young.
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NYC Council Member Phil Wong



QCC Treasurer and Events Committee chair, James Trent, welcomed everyone to the forum. In his opening remarks,
QCC President Warren Schreiber outlined the issue of locating battery farms in residential areas without consideration
of the health, safety or environmental consequences on residents, citing “City of Yes” as arbitrary permission to do so.

The panelists were: Prof. Jean Grassman, PhD, Industrial Hygienist & Environmental Health Scientist, Associate
Professor, CUNY; Hon. Phil Wong, NYC Council Member, 30th Council District; Hon. Leroy Comrie, NYS Senator,
14th State Senate District; John Orlando, retired FDNY Supervising Fire Marshal; William Scarborough, Civic Leader,
former NYS Assembly Member; and Kevin & Jasmin Lawrence - Affected Residents

Sen. Comrie cited pending legislation in Albany: Bill A.6955C/S.7197A (The Setback & Community Input Bill).
Council Member Wong spoke on the arbitrary location of battery farms in his community and opposition from his
constituent residents. Prof. Grassman described potential health consequences while noting that this is new technology
and studies are not yet complete. Retired FDNY fire marshal Orlando described several examples of fires attributed to
lithium batteries in both close neighborhoods and spacious areas as well. Civic leader William Scarborough stressed the
need to continue vigilant opposition and protests to prevent more battery farms in close proximity to homes and to get
legislation passed. Resident Jasmin Lawrence, accompanied by her husband Kevin Lawrence, spoke passionately of the
harassment and intimidation by a battery farm company and the costly lawsuit in progress.

A spirited Q/A session followed, coordinated by QCC Vice President Sherry Reisner. Many questions related to health
and environmental consequences, pending and future legislation, the elected officials positions, the increasing demands
for more energy, and the trends for more battery farms in residential neighborhoods.

QCC Executive Secretary Michael Scotland made the concluding remarks after certificate of appreciation were given to
each of the panelists.
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(I-r) Warren Schreiber, William Scarborough, John Orlando, Sen Leroy Comrie, Council member Phil Wong, Prof. Jean Grassman, Jasmin & Kevin Lawrence
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(I-r) Jasmin Lawrence, John Orlando, William Scarborough, Council member Phil Wong, Prof. Jean Grassman, & Kevin Lawrence



